
Yazoo Backwater Floods in 2008 & 2009

Statistics
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Landside Crest 92.2’
May 8, 2008 

Riverside Crest 100.1’
April 24, 2008 

Steele Bayou Structure
Closed March 13, 2008
Opened May 8, 2008

Closed for 56 days!! 

121,000 acres of Farmland Flooded
223,000 acres of Trees Flooded
Total of 344,000 acres Flooded!

2008
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Landside Crest 93.7’
June 4, 2009 

Riverside Crest 96.2
May 28, 2009 

2009

Steele Bayou Structure
Closed May 10, 2009

Open June 4, 2009
Closed for 25 days!!!

152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
241,400 acres of Trees Flooded
Total of 393,700 acres Flooded!

56 days in 2008!
31 less days in 2009!

100.1’ in 2008!
3.9’ lower in 2009!

92.2’ in 2008!
1.5’ higher in 2009!

344,000 acres in 2008!
49,700 more acres in 2009!
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152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
241,400 acres of Trees Flooded
Total of 393,700 acres Flooded!

121,000 acres of Farmland Flooded
223,000 acres of Trees Flooded
Total of 344,000 acres Flooded!

2008

$111.0M in prevented ag 
damages if Project in place

2009

$105.2M in prevented ag 
damages if Project in place

68,000 acres of Farmland Flooded
147,000 acres of Trees Flooded
Total of 215,000 acres Flooded!

$41.3M in prevented ag 
damages if Project in place

2011

If the $220M YBW Project were in
place during the 2008, 2009 & 2011 
backwater events, it would have 
prevented $257.5M in ag damages! 64



2009 Yazoo Backwater Flood

Photos
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Ag Field getting covered by Backwater – Valley Park, MS – May, 2009

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’
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152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Onward, MS – Hwy 61

May 15, 2009 
YBW Area at 90.8’ 67



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Onward, MS – Hwy 61

May 29, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.5’ 68



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Valley Park, MS

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 69



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Blanton, MS

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 70



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Blanton, MS

May 29, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.5’ 71



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Cary, MS – Oil Well Road underwater

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 72



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Onward, MS – Low-water Bridge Road

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 73



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Onward, MS – Low-water Bridge Road

May 29, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.5’ 74



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Eagle Lake, MS

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 75



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Fitler, MS

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 76



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Floweree, MS

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 77



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Floweree, MS – Hwy 61

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 78



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Goose Lake Road

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 79



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Newman Road Underwater

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 80



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Newman Road

May 29, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.5’ 81



Newman Road Underwater May 29, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.5’ 82



393,700 acres Total Flooded
Mahannah WMA

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 83



241,400 acres of Trees Flooded
Mahannah WMA

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 84



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Onward, MS

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 85



152,300 acres of Farmland Flooded
Near Onward, MS

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 86



Hwy 465 – Riverside of YBW Levee
Houses flooded on the unprotected side of the Levee

June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 87



Homes impacted near Floweree, MS – Hwy 61 June 1, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.7’ 88



Cabins flooded along Goose Lake Road May 29, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.5’ 89



Cabins flooded along Goose Lake Road May 29, 2009 
YBW Area at 93.5’ 90



2008 Yazoo Backwater Flood
Ag damage, County Road damage, Tree damage & Wildlife 

under stress during 2008 Backwater Flood
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2008 - 121,000 Acres of Agriculture Land Flooded & 
500 miles of County Roads Damaged!!  92



Is flooding good for Trees in the Spring??
In 2008 - 223,000 acres of Trees Flooded!!  93



Is flooding good for the Endangered LA Black Bear??
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Is flooding good 
for Deer??
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